Liberty of the Press
Indian counterparts to desist from such cheap performance.1'5
Gandhiji did not believe in any imposition from outside to curb
this freedom from responsibility. But the Government of India,
soon after the adoption of the Constitution, when freedom of
expression was declared a Constitutional right, became involved
in a number of problems leading to an amendment of the Constitu-
tion qualifying Article 19.
Government had to take certain action against some newspapers.
But the High Courts and the Supreme Court overruled the action
of the Government on the ground that they were ultra vires of
Article 19(2) of the Constitution as it laid down that "nothing
in sub-clause (a) of clause 1 of the Article (which guaranteed the
right of freedom of speech and expression to all citizens) shall affect
the operation of any existing law in so far as it related to or present
the state from making any law relating to libel, slander, defamation,
contempt of court or any matter which offends against decency or
morality or which undermines the security of, or tends to over-
throw, the State."
In the amendment introduced by the Government, it was said :
" (iii) Amendment of Article 19 and validation of certain laws: (1) in
Article 19 of the Constitution (A) for clause (2), the following clause shall be
substituted, and the said clause shall be deemed to have been originally enacted
in tne following form, namely : (2) Nothing in sub-clause (a) of clause (1)
shall affect the operation of any existing law in so far as it imposes, or prevent
the State from making any law imposing, in the interests of the security of the
State, friendly relations with foreign States, public order, decency or morality,
restrictions on the exercise of the right conferred by the said sub-clause, and
in particular, nothing in the said sub-clause shall affect the operation of any
existing law in so far as it imposes related to, or prevent the State from making
any law relating to, contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence.
" No law in force in the territory of India immediately before the com-
mencement of the Constitution, which is consistent with the provisions of
Article 19 of the Constitution, as amended by sub-section (1) of this section,
shall be deemed to be void, or ever to have become void, on the ground only
that, being a law which takes away or abridges the right conferred by sub-clause
(a) of clause (1) of the said Article, its operation was not saved by sub-clause
(2) of that Article as originally enacted, and notwithstanding any judgment,
decree or order of any court or tribunal to the contrary, every such law shall
continue in force until altered or repealed by a competent legislature or other
competent authority/1
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